ROSTERS

MINISTRY

Saturday
5.00pm

Sunday
7.30am

Sunday
9.30am

ALTAR
SERVERS

Heidi Day

Lucy Feltrin

Alan Benoy
Isabell Benoy

DATA
PROJECTOR

Peter Ivers

Dan McManus

Thomas Morris

Fifth Sunday

Fifth Sunday

Paula Goodwin
Trish Carroll
Theresa Sheen

Theresa Malpas
James Taylor
Jillian Rosenstengel

Leo Saffigna
Rosa D’Arx
Paul Masters

Theresa Sheen
Bill Sheen
Lorraine McDonald
Michael McDonald
Joe De Pasquale
Marion Jackson

Jo Galvin
Damian Galvin
Karen Martin
Piero Rossaro
Johnny De Angelis
Glenda Fernandez

Colin Dash
Donna Faulk
Anthony Hitzke
Christie Barthodlt
Vicki Scanlan
Gloria Vieira

December 28-29

HOSPITALITY
READERS

Please
arrange a

SPECIAL
MINISTERS

replacement
by contacting
each other
directly

CLEANERS

COUNTERS

Rob Byrne
Donna Byrne
Maureen Willoughby

Vicki Scanlan, Marie Silvallana, Kathy Brosnan

Police Check and BlueCard's and other
associated forms have been simplified!
There is a new portal for registration of volunteers.
The Welcome Portal can be accessed via
http://archbne.org/welcome.
In the portal, volunteers will be asked to enter personal
information and volunteer position details which will automatically
prepopulate forms to be signed.
If you have not completed forms yet and are involved in ministry
PLEASE ATTEND TO THIS ASAP.
If you have any questions, please contact Sandra in the office.

All volunteers, whether directly or indirectly involved with
children and vulnerable adults, are required to view a 25
minute video presentation, as part of our compliance with the
Archdiocese Safeguarding Policy. It can be viewed at:
safeguardingaob.com.au/safeguarding-training.html
Then go to top right-hand corner, scroll down using the farright arrow, to Safeguarding Essential Presentation (level 1).
At the conclusion, please print off and sign the PDF version
called Certificate of Completion, and return it to the parish
office, either in person, or to the secured box at the church
entrance.
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.

The Parish Community of
St Thérèse and St Anthony
The Little Flower Church - In the care of the Franciscan Friars
PARISH OFFICE AND CONTACTS
Website www.kedroncatholicparish.org.au
Email kedron@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Address: 134 Somerset Road,
Kedron Qld 4031
Phone:
(07) 3357 6640
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday 8.30am - 3.00pm
Friday
8.30am - 12.00pm

PARISH TEAM
Fr Mario Debattista ofm - Parish Administrator
Email: DebattistaM@bne.catholic.net.au
Ph: 0429 600 711
Mrs Sandra Di Francesco - Parish Manager
Email: kedron@bne.catholic.net.au
Mrs Maria Hopes - Sacramental Coordinator
Email: sacramental.kedron@bne.catholic.net.au

For your dental NEEDS :
Dr Norris FENG

Cuts on Clifford
Barbara Goddard

BRITE FAMILY
DENTAL
1/236 Stafford Road
STAFFORD Qld 4053
3359 1029
www.britefamilydental.com.au

132 Clifford Street,
Stafford Heights

Phone 3359 5199

... provide a facility to attend to all
arrangements associated with the
death of a loved one.
Ph: Brisbane 3293 0555
Email:
info@holycrossfunerals.com
Web:
www.holycrossfunerals.com

PARISH SCHOOL
St Anthony’s School
Mr Martin Wilkie Principal
Ph: 3357 6185
Email: pkedron@bne.catholic.edu.au
www.stanthonyskedron.qld.edu.au

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Johnny De Angelis (Chair)
j.deangelis@bigpond.com
0438 119 709
WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday 8.00am
Tuesday 8.00am
Wednesday
9.00am
Thursday
8.00am
Friday
8.00am
HOLY HOUR/EUCHARIST ADORATION
Monday 8.30am
WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday (Vigil)

5.00pm

Sunday

7.30am

9.30am
RECONCILIATION
Saturday
4.00pm - 4.30pm
SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE
Mrs Sandra Di Francesco
Ph: 0448 356 599

Christmas Break
The parish office will close
Tuesday 24th December
and will reopen
Monday 6th January 2020
http://www.kedroncatholicparish.org.au
Kedron Catholic Parish Website and Facebook Pages

Fourth Sunday of Advent—22nd December 2019 (YEAR A)
Over the last three Sundays, we’ve been hearing about John the Baptist and on the
part he played in preparing the way for the coming of Jesus. Today, on this last Sunday of Advent, a few days before Christmas, our attention is drawn to the person of
Joseph. Just as in the case of John the Baptist, we hear about Joseph not for his own
sake, but for the part he played in the birth of Jesus. We always need to keep in mind
that when we hear the Gospels, their intention is not to give us facts about different
characters, but to draw our hearts to faith, love and commitment to the person of Jesus. Today’s Gospel is no different.
St Matthew’s account of how Jesus Christ came to be born ends with the message
that Jesus is the Emmanuel, which means, “God is with us.” But just how God came
to be with us began, according to Matthew, with a very difficult dilemma for the man
Joseph. While St Luke pays attention to the role of Mary, Matthew focuses on Joseph because he knew that his largely Jewish-Christian community needed to hear
about the birth of Jesus from the perspective of Joseph.
Joseph, we hear, is already betrothed to Mary which in the culture of the time, meant
that he and Mary were already effectively married, though not permitted to live together. The dilemma for Joseph arises when he learns that Mary is already with
child. Now, for probably most men of his day, this would not have been much of a
dilemma at all. According to the Jewish Law, the woman would have been guilty of
adultery, a crime punishable by stoning. And one can only guess that most men of
the day would have gone along with this course of action.
But, Joseph is not one of those types of men. We are told that being a man of honor,
he wanted to spare Mary both adverse publicity and, no doubt, a death sentence. So
he decides to divorce her informally. This is what he believes is the right thing to do
even though it goes against the religious law of his day that was far less kind to the
woman concerned.
But then, we are told, God intervenes in this rather difficult situation. Joseph is told
in a dream about the origin of this child and his future role as the Savior of the people
from their sins. Joseph hears this message for what it is – God’s will – and in faith,
takes Mary to be his wife and raise Jesus as his legitimate son in his own family line.
Joseph, who up till now has played no part in God becoming one of us, has now been
given a role – he is to give Jesus not his physical birth, but his social birth, his legitimate place as a member of his family and society. This was crucial because without
it, Jesus would not have been able to fulfill his future role; he would have had no
acceptance in the eyes of the people if he were not also an accepted member of a
family.
So Joseph, like Mary, is someone who does not simply follow the rules, or what others might tell him, or the customs of his day. Rather, he hears God’s voice in his life,
takes this to heart, allows it to form his conscience, and then acts accordingly. He
does this even at his personal cost. He sacrifices his own desires for the sake of what
in faith, he sees to be God’s desire for him. Joseph does not seek to be the star of the
show, but a link in the chain that will allow God’s work to unfold for the good of the
world. In so doing, he plays his part in allowing Jesus to be born and live among us.
Let’s remember that, like Mary, Joseph is like us – he is made of the same stuff as we
are. Can any of us hope to do any more that what he did? Can we, like Joseph, agree
to play our part, no matter how small it may sometimes appear to be, so that we too
can be links in the chain of the unfolding story of God-with-us, a story that continues
to be told today, and which will continue long beyond our time.
Fr Mario

How Did Francis of Assisi Begin the Christmas Nativity Scene Tradition?
Up until Francis set up the first nativity scene in 1223, people celebrated Christmas primarily by going to Mass
(a worship service) at church, where priests would tell the Christmas story in a language that most ordinary people
didn’t speak: Latin. Although churches sometimes featured fancy artistic renditions of Christ as an infant, they didn’t
present any realistic manger scenes. Francis decided that he wanted to make the extraordinary experiences of the first
Christmas more accessible to ordinary people.
Francis, who was living in the town of Greccio, Italy at the time, got the Pope’s permission to proceed with his plans.
Then he asked his close friend John Velita to loan him some animals and straw to set up a scene there to represent
Jesus Christ’s birth in Bethlehem. The nativity scene could help people in the area imagine what it may have been like to be present on the first
Christmas long ago, when they came to worship at Christmas Eve Mass in December 1223, Francis said.
The scene, which was set up in a cave just outside Greccio, featured a wax figure of the infant Jesus, costumed people playing the roles of Mary
and Joseph, and the live donkey and ox that John had loaned to Francis. Local shepherds watched over their sheep in nearby fields, just as
shepherds in Bethlehem had watched over sheep on the first Christmas, when the sky suddenly filled with angels who announced Christ’s birth to
them.
During the Mass, Francis told the Christmas story from the Bible and then delivered a sermon. He spoke to the people gathered there about the
first Christmas and the miraculous impact that placing their faith in Christ, the baby born in a simple manger in Bethlehem, could make in their
lives. Francis urged people to reject hatred and embrace love, with God’s help.

ADVENT Wisdom from St Francis of Assisi
ACCEPTING CORRECTION
Blessed is the servant who endures discipline, accusation, and
reprimand from another as patiently as he would from himself.
Blessed is the servant who, after being reprimanded, agrees
courteously, submits respectfully, admits humbly, and makes
amends willingly.
Blessed is the servant who is not quick to excuse himself, and
endures with humility, shame, and reprimand for a sin, when he
did not commit the fault.
(St Francis - The Admonitions)
PRAYER
Lord, open my mind and heart so that I might grow from the
wisdom that others have to offer me. This Advent, may I
respond positively, rather than defensively, to the correction
pointed out by others, so that such correction might make me a
better disciple of yours.
ADVENT ACTION
When someone else corrects you today, rather than becoming
defensive, smile and thank him or her for the direction and
advice. Whether the correction is justified or not, consider how it
could be used to help you grow into a better person.

CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY MASS
Just a Remember to everyone that there will be a rehearsal on
Sunday 22nd December straight after 9.30am Mass.

Can you help? We would like to hear from anyone in the
community who may have experience writing
Federal Government grant applications.
Please contact the Parish office.

Australia Day BBQ
The Parish will be celebrating
Australia Day on 26 January after
9.30am mass . We would like to
recognise the many cultures in our
community and ask that people
bring a small plate of food to share that reflects your
culture. As is tradition, the Parish will offer a sausage sizzle
and organise a game of cricket. This year you can also enjoy
a quiet (or maybe not!) game of bocce. Delamore are
challenging the Parish to a game or two so please come and
register on the day to get involved. We look forward to
seeing you all there.

Children’s Liturgy &
Mass
Our Children’s Liturgy is held on
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of
the month at the 9.30am Mass.
Our Children’s Mass is held on
the 4th Sunday of the month at
the 9.30am Mass.
Contacts
Children’s Liturgy
Carmel Burroughs
acburroughs1@hotmail.com

We would like to thank
you for your support
and wish you
and yours
families every blessing
for this Christmas
Season

Fr Mario Debattista &
Friars at Adele Street
Sandra Di Francesco
Maria Oliveri-Calabrese
Maria Hopes
Mark Shipperley
Rob and Donna Byrne

May hope and peace be renewed as we together
celebrate the birth of the Saviour

HELP NEEDED FOR MINISTRIES We are needing some more volunteers
for Readers, Data Projection, Altar Society, Cleaners and Counters. If you are
able to assist, please contact Sandra at the parish office via email –
kedron@bne.catholic.net.au
Relics of St. Therese
Pilgrimage 2020
Tuesday 11 February 2020

Arrive Kedron
5pm

5.30pm Welcome Ceremony
6pm Veneration of Relics
7.30pm Mass
8.30pm All night vigil – Veneration of Relics
Wednesday 12 February 2020

Depart Kedron
12pm

9am Mass
10am Prayer with St. Anthony school
11.30am Farewell liturgy
12pm Depart

Fourth Sunday of Advent
22nd December 2019 Year A
Proper of the Mass

1st Reading Isaiah 7:10-14
2nd Reading Romans 1:1-7
Gospel Matthew 1:18-24
Next Weeks Readings:
Holy Family
29th December 2019 Year A
1st Reading Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
2nd Reading Colossians 3:12-21
Gospel Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

Children’s Mass
Mav Green
mav_sp_green@hotmail.com
Singing Group
Christine Masters
Christine@musicmasters.com.au

Holy Anointing Mass date
Friday 10th January
All Holy Anointing Mass is
at 8.00am
Please come and join us.

Holy Hour
Eucharist Adoration
For one hour every Monday morning straight after 8.00am Mass
All are welcome.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of :
Recently deceased
Antonio Febo
Des Dale
Bernadette Okely
Allan Goldthorpe
Monica Tardiani
Susan Andersen

Anniversaries
Maria Chirico
Doreen Beckwith
Vince Jowett
Bill Ryan

Tony Breen

